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Sy Hext to thi: one part of .y childhood, there was an extre ely
5 different one,which,allthough running paralel with the one described
so far,did interming e with it suprisingly little.To me they lock
a lmost  ike two totally different lives. >
R All this came about during one of my mother's frequent and long
period: of 11l health and ,perhaps,also partly due to difficult
material circunstances at home,or important commisions having to
be executed and delivered hrln?iiriric = ate .
My codnother and great aunt,who o ny times came to the rescue,used
to spent part of her summers visiting with a wealthy lady friend,
vl ow of a well known Dutech banker and who's life it was to enter-
tain extensively at her Chateau,called Chateau de Chanter ine.
1 do remeber bu? little of my first wisit there,it is blurred
and blended with other things in my memory.Ilt is allmost as if I
had allways imown it and seen it gradually energe ‘rom the surrounding
greyish white mist.It obviocuslm fai ed to greatly impress me,at {isst
contact but later = on it was to become to me a second homestead.
The Chateau de Chanteraine was an enormecus Place of the seventeentl
gentury,covered by sombre green ivy.It wa:s surrounded by & very well-
kept and exstensive estate and was striet.y separated ‘ror the out- o
side world by hedges,barbed wire ,rows of trees and several ispressive
double gates of caste iron in the shape o neo-roman lance polnts, -
shields,arrows and swords.These gates were continually under lock
and key.The wa 1ls of the Chateau were over three feet thick and all
windows were protected by heavp wooden blinds and which,by speclal
order of the lady of the lace,were to be kept close from sundowm

“ -
till sunrise.



There was a ;lass paneiled dame louble door at the ront of the
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place and “ive or six monumental grey granite steps leading up to
1t.0n each side of these steps grey sranite iions stood guard,in a
last effort to impress and fri hten of & more progressine age and
people.The same grey granite stairs sPlu. the same forb!diing iions,
lead thm to the entrance at the back of the place,leadiny to the
Same glass panelled double door.

At the end of the left hand wing a was an other stalrs,qore subdued
and discreet leading to the huge old fashionned kitchen,with its

red tile’ floor and highly pollshed red copper pots and pans hanging
on the walls,and the long,massive,natural colored wooden table,

The salle-a-manger was a sonbre, aje tic hall,with deep red
mahogany overly carved lurniture of late italian renaissance,
abounding in gaping lLion heads,faunes,etc.Large mirrors extnﬁﬂnd
over half walls.The sixteen mas ive,leather bound,nahozany chairs,
al50 decorated with many lion L ads,were so heawy that,vhen the
ladies sat down,a ran servant had to push the chair in plaee,

Tﬂe meals amounted to majestle rituals.The Lmmense table set
for from twelve to sixteen people and covered «ith mas:ive ornate
and monogrammed siverware.Each individual place was set with endless
Spoons and forks and knives l'or endless =recial pur-oses,eristal
glasses for the daily ,at least,two kinds of wine wimm and water
glasses.There was invariasbly some Intricate kind of decoration at
tha centre o” the table,compo ed of a silver late renaissance recesta=,
eleon top of which perched another cristal receptacle in which floa
delicated roses.Massive looking,over-ornate silver snltcallnra‘tnd
pepper s.akers wandered all over.A chandel er with many candles
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nung over the table and was lowered Uy the man servant before the
| evening me:1ls to light the candles.Half an hour before the meals
Itha ‘aid-in-charge-of-the-dining-room-and table service would open
the back,outside door and sound a small brass bell,that could be
neard throughout the whole -state and served as a fir t warning.
This small,shiny bras: bell was sup orted by an angel with spread
out wings and around the bell was in relief the mottoj"Quid me
tolllt,vocem meam audet."There was an arz oxtending from the top
of the bedkl a d from which hung the chain andi handle by which the
bell was set in motion.0On top of m it sat a yawning chimera.

A double door would lead from here to the salon, hich was less
formal in aspect and had a marble inlay floor.Here hung two full
length porteaits,by Wiert:,o0 the father and mother of the lady
of the place.Here the ladies would spent part of their afternoceons
doing enbroideries,petits points or some other marsrmExismorcooox
delicate and more or less useless needle work.

On the =antleplece stood silver candelabra with msnyfol! arms.In
the late autumn evening a petrol lanp would be 1it in the salon
and this new fang ed innovation would seen shocking .y out of place
and allmost saecrliegious in replaclng the usual ~any candles.
At ni ht time everybody would ret re takin: along “our or five
armed Eitvur-nludllabrn,with burning candles.There used to be a
servant exclusively in charge ol cleaning the candieho!ders and
(iighting and replacing the candles throughout the place.
| The Lady of The House and our ho tess loved me and had expressed |
the wish and intention of adopting me officially and making me one
 of her heirs. "
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She had & maber of grown-up children of her ownbut these were rardly mentined
One dsughter,yidov of & high officer in the french army,professionsl soldier sal
last sclon and nsmebearer of an illustricus aristocratic family, lived at the ks
Chatesa with hern young dsughter, Monique,who was about my own age then.

Ag & child T persistently called the Lady of the House "Mimiasse", which name
was from then on officially adeopted in the circle of her guests.

%hen I firat came to the Skaitmmx Chanteraine, Mimisse must have been in her

sarly sixtles and was one of the most bemtiful women I have ever msmx met,
Theugh slightly heughty and righteous and difficult of spprosch.She ruled her
estate 28 & good general in sotive service would.fhe was in control of every and
sméllest detsll.She had btrought with her from the Netherlands snd from her pastd
life as & fashionsble hostess in Amsterdam for her late benker husband, s menia
for order and exagesated cleanliness snd perfection in everything material,
Nimisse would be up e&rly In the morming to supervise the distritution of the
day's work among the servants,chasbermaids, scullery mald, gordener, assistant
gardener.0n lesundry deye two peassnt women from the village of Longueville

would gome in and wash for deys.The clean washed clothes snd white sheeds

would be spread out im the blinding sun in the meadow and were regularly sprinkls d
with water,0nce & week one village girl would come in and help the cock-in-charge
to bake the bread for the whole population of the Chatesu.The assistant-pgardensr
would light the oven and secrape cut the burning tinsels before the dough wvas =k
shoved in to bake on the hot stones.

The only two people who did mot receive their dapk instructions from Mimisse
dally were the cook-in-sgle-chirge of the kitchen, small fat redhaired Charlotte
and the chauffeur VTieter,vho was mapt required to do saything &t all besides
driving Mimjsse to Erussels once every fortnight to do large seale shopping, bring
bask or fetch gueats,
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These two were at the top of the servant hierarchy and they were fully consclous
of it,Between them and the ladles and gentlesen who-only-use-the-big-stairs snd
the front entsmnce atood the dame de compagnie,who was more or less tullied
around by Mimlsse and in turn was mads to feel out of place by the other servants
She ate at the table of the Maltresse de saiscn tut slept in the sepsrats semvant
floor, accessible through the service stairs only.The children's murse or nourlasse
was & stardy village women spending her days with us children im the Mastersp
partz of the house, thus sharing onesldedly in the masters conversation and hik
having meny little scendal stories and inside information to share when sating
at the servants table 1n the kitchen.

The gardener would report at the kitchen every morning and shuffle in afper
having left his vooden cloge cuteside the door.He womld talk over with Charlotte
te cook,which vegetables looked right for escting to him on the one heand amd
what Charlotte was plapnipg for the days meals.

After heving settled everybody's chores for the day, Mimiesse would go through £
the house, perenially with her 1ittle basket wigh all the keye in use in the
whole place, end she would wind up £l11 the mény grondfather clocks.Thers were
endless of these statnesque clocks standing in thedr high wooden towers with

a parrow, glass panelled door in the fromt through vhich onme could see the redt-
less pendnlum swing its round shiny copper disk,

By this time the gnests would one by ome have drifted dowmstairs amd would
heng arcund in ssall groups half hostile towards & mew snd pointless day, bat
with reserved politeness due to tho hostess.Some would over courtegus to counter-
balence the tense atmosphere.Mimisse's dsughter,Madsme Tvonne,was usuelly suBcng
cold and distant.She had &n iey besuty,vith her halir held up en top of her hdad
asnd an slegant, long, thin neck and wery white skin,

Some guests were allways late and some othere allways impatieant snd oritical
af the latter. odeslssenenyiay
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vhen every one was Nemiesd assembled and seated &t the breakfast table the modds
becams malower with the ssell of freshly roasted coffes and"croissants”.
Aftar breukfast the gussts would disperse agein some would retire mysterionsly
back to thelr private guarters.Some to write letters long convarsational leathers
phesagea from which would bte re&d out econfidentially to friends at the recelding
end, quoted snd repeated.Facts about which the writers were painfully tut conesit-
edly Bwarae,
Migisse would put oo her long elegani glowves put on her large brimsed strav &
garden hat, take her speclal gerden clsors and go to do her deily work im the rose
garden.This rose garden had the shape of the central motif in those besmtiful
old Cashmere shawls;something like snxaiwxmmt outline of an elegsat pear with a
elightly curved narrov ending.

At eleven & fev of the gonests would casuslly gather for & glass of advockte,
strictly for reasons of health.
Lunch would be anounced and evrybody would rush in from everyvhere looking Jéwial
tusy ond animated, There were two hot meals a day with soup, hors d'seuvres,satre
ebc with one kind of wine &t noom &nd two in the evenings,After lunch curagas
or benadictine would be served in the salen.
Then followed the much nedded snd deserved siesta.l howve never Imown,in all the
yeirs of theslesta perled of MHimisse to be dlsturted by emy incident ever.
Around three o'clock all the guests assembled agein and in sm&ll groups womld
spend the afterncon in warious ways,The mors motible ones &nd dignified smon)
the ladies would go &nd do some petlte polnte in the shade of & gluster of red
bedch trecs whers godden chajrs and tables ware installed for this purpowss.
Some would go to the Sunbhut and smong those were invariabtly Mme Yvonne, the
hemghty dsughter of Mimisec.The sunbut was a 1ittle mma very neat wooden pavillon
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with largs windows ea thres sides sad cempletely epen on the other.Tt stecd e
a pivet sad could thus be turnsd towerds the sun sad would be adjusted fregquestly
by us to the man's position.It was painted & cresmy white with grass greea borders
Just behiad this but was the sandpile where Nonlque snd I were supposed %o play,
but we yerely 414 smd when we @1d 1t was feme foreibly smd witheut cur enjeyfing 1t
Not far from there was the grove of sapling chestmt trees,vhich had & mysterions
appeal &ll 1%s ewn. :
Some fifty yards from the right wing of Chemteraine were the mumerens sutbuil-
ings.First the garage with maxt to 1t the repalrshep,wvith its emormecus supply
of spares parts,mmelling of gresss.Farther down was the barn with the garriages
of different kinds snd the sledges sad upstairs the hayloft where we shildre m
sometimes would go %o play i sutusniwhon the mewv, odorsat hay sreated & mev Mlimate
an atmosphers unsaspected ever.l eften wondsr at the power of svocation of smells.
Next to this wers the stables for the cow, the three goats smd the eme olesa ,
pleasant and well kept pig, oalled Oscar.Oscer,as I have allready sadd was vegy
clesn snd pleasant.Hs would be weshed sad sprayed several times & wenk.Vhils the
sty was beeing clsiasd Oscar would rosa sround freely im the pawved yard.Se on ene
of the ecoasions I mounted the plg mad reds em his back from eme cutballdingfte
the other to the servents Joy.Hovever after & fev times of these riding bouts
Nimisse heard about 1t snd forbads us to rosm arcund the stalles and barns say
longer.To satisfy cur legitimats lenging snd need of riding sxerciss she boupht
us & donkey.Noaique was very fomd of the donkey from the begining.Fer a leng
time I did miss Omcar,
--_'|I From gur yearly winter trips to Furis snd the French Rivieras Mimises allweys
lwt back svings, gmmasius imstalations snd the sorts but Monique snd I
much preferred to moks bows and arrows, to built hats ia the brushwood, to make
| masks and perforz spontémecus pleye with thes to wislt the stables haylofts,

| or Victer,the chauffeur im hid mecenics workshop.¥s 1iked to take distant snd
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adventurous trips beyosd the chestant grove, through the extemsive vegetsble §
gardsm, passing through the marrow woodsm door im the huge Trick wall whish
separated the sstats proper from the petatoes field smnd the memy hotbeds wlth
exotic flowers sai exotlc vegetables which Mimisee,st that u—,uulﬁh
frem everyvhere.There alss stood the Muge hothouss vith the vine prefesing Reysl
and susostsl grapes in gueatities that were the prids of Chemtersise, >
Beyoad this stood & small whitevashed pesssnt dwelling vith lov smeked seiliges
*mmmuﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬂfllll—rﬂmtlﬂl“
ﬂmuﬂlwtﬂhmwmmﬂnmhﬂhmq—-
,;r farns.There 1t abounded in wildlife and an socssiens] family of wild besrs
mtmlTxlrm;m-pnmnuu-ﬁ-mum-u.
After sach & desastrecus svent the farmer Mayor of the village Momsieur 1s Dure,
and & sslect delegation of the notables would request an interviewwith the Lady
af the Castle.Thsy would be lat in ceramonsounsly.Monsisur ls Oure sad the Nager
| &1 ona mthnmh-—l:ﬂlmmn-m.;-mww would do this
Iﬂ.th lgwerad head and clumsily.Ths sthers would come thrn;hhutﬂuhlt
and a loag parley weuld start, h;—ld.hl‘bl;utlrlnﬂlnrhln-.ll
Bherhart would de them the faver smd the honer of jebsdag the great huwt,
Monslsar le Baron, onole Eberhat fo we, was & prussisn amd & brother-in-low of
Mimisse who divided his tims between Lomguevills in the summer sad Vemios,is
Tialy in winter.
The great Hant would be precedsd by & few days of feverish preparation sad then
all the men would bravely and moisily disapsar across the flels of sed beats
into the the furn and underweod.A great exitsment snd sxpsstancy would grip
the vhole village and would last several days until ghe Hunt was over aad all

the men were aafaly back boasting of dangery and brave dealds,They all wemld
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bragg abeut thelr unter Monsieur ls Baron,whe oould walk en for dsys withemt
a sign of fatigne and about his accurate shooting snd about his dignified amd
dry semse of bumour. g
Omole mtmmmmmdnuumm—r-ﬂlmhi
the woods and whom he weuld go So vislit every yesr within the first few weeks
of his arrival at Chanteraine,This man wes Desire Lengre,a"prefessionsl bunter”
whose dundredth birthdsy the eatire villags selebrated daring my youth,

He lived in & dalapidate! hmt in the woods with his second wife smd thelr twe
goats.He was reputed fo have I9 childres snd N7 grandehildrem at the time,
Every so often & ghild young girl or womnsn weuld bwring them food Hs them weuld
Jekingly tell the Baron, whom T allways accompsnied em thase visite, that he ommld
aot possibly remember who the ssid person actually was mor fm vhat relatienship
there might be Betwvesn them, though it was bound te hawe besn ene or sther sfhis
graadoljildren.

The ealy enjeysble part of the day snd which wis considered the day proper
wvas limited te & fow hours ealy stretching from after siesta i1l smpperiime.
After supper we children were never allowsd ta go sut becsuse of the"unheal thy
affect of the night air® After supper everybody sat around reading knd tting
stockings for the poor,parctissing"patisnse” or "selitaire" or lese smtertaisiag

mew gusuts,
| The few hours of the aftarnoon wers foo oftem spent in gathering reasberries or

stravberries or similar gocupatiens which were done sollectiwvely by all the
gaeats vho all claimed %o love %o do it and in faot this became & real ritual,
vith previous distritmtion of siréw gerdem hats,walking canes smd 11ttle baskets,
followed by & long walk im 1ittle politely chattering groups to the frult grewing
part of the estate, There was something Akin im the mood to that of & boring &

tut courtecus and fashionsble Spa,
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The plonic expeditions inte the msighborhood meadovlamds in search of mushroems
wers most anjoyalls but rare im oocurames.Femoes had %o be clisbed, sagry md)
sharging covs had to he avplded ,The exitement of leaving the protective setéte
%o venture imto"terra igcogmita” of pessant villages with their smelly sempest
heaps in freat of buge fershouses;with rustic lecking snd slowmoving countrymen.
Every mém, womSEL oT nﬂldﬂﬂtﬂhwﬂlﬂntuﬂtllﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂt
1y spoken salute.l alearly remssber the secisl barier building tradltiem,rigidly
enforoed by Mimiese,of baving te be called"Master Jesa® frem the age of feur} -
years gmwards, both by the servaats at the oastle smd Wy the pessants many miles
in the reund.The pesssats vould make it & polint of honer $o keep distance frem
what they cemsidered the rightly and divimely established ruling aless of lssd-
owvnars.As & ghild I fel% msuch attracted to the rural population But found 1t
impossitls %o sstablish any contaot with them beyond the easual servile or slb-
misively polite.They were & strange, suspleicus pecple.Most of them spoke relwot-

= =satly sad sarprlsisgly posr framch.hs eurrent form of speech being sm exalusive

| and losal bramd of Wallses.

lnﬂml the thoreugh knovliedge mmd practics of this language snd its changing

| ifioms and puns ons wis Satomatically oast sut from soclal imtercouree.

My persistently repsated afferts $o learn the local langnage snd customs was

— oonsidersd by the local population as a, for me, degrading unorthodaxy.
-1 I sventuelly suocseded.

Nimisse would mover make gns step ;ntum- of the lands of Chantaraine except en
Sunday morning when going to Mass merching at thh head of all her guests.
Tvo whole rows of chairs were reserveed"pour les gens 4a chatesn” in the 1ittle
village ghmreh.During sermsa through some strange arrangesent we, of the casthe,

eat facing all tha pther people,who looked stiff snd unhappy im the'r special
sanday attirs.
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and they would bastdly lower thelr syer vhemsver thedrs would eross surs.
As a matter of habit the men weuld all go eunt for the dnration of the serman
and ens could hear thea talking leudly sutside the church perch squAttiang o=
thelt heels or lesning agaimst the lew, decreplt wull of the greveyard where
for an imssmerisl peried the sscristan had kept and fed his domestic rabbite
untill Mimisse put an sad %o this practiece,by wery mndemcoratic mesns.
On sne scossiom mhhﬂmhhﬂh_mhﬁrﬂmﬂ:r;-
of his about retribution and the fires of hell mad therefers axtemded conside-
rably the length of his preaching.Allthough expressed in a kind of primitiveg
eliche it 414 bawe & lot of impaot and was one of the greatest memeats 1 osm
remember about Vieux Monsieur le Oure.
Mimisse looked at her witch.The sermon had to stop rather abruptly smd there
was & great migh of relief but sveryone suffered from ths mnticlimax. The
folowing sanday the little church of Longueville could pride itself of & brsad
mev, loudly ticking eleck.This wseful aad worldly present was froa them om %o
remind and warn the village priest against the excesses of snthusissm sad
aysticiem.
After Mass all the people would mase at the church entrance to greet lllhl&ﬂ.
and all of us,They would ssand arcund with lowersd bare hesds, possidly cursing
undsr thelr breath,
¥imiese had beon and kept e tryizg %o bring improvements of many kinds to her
tensnt farmers sand %o the willage of Longueville in general.Tn meny ways sheg
must have been right sud she certainly achieved remarqueble sucoess sesn the
stuborn {gnorence and gpposition and impossitle circumstanges.

canstantly
She remindied the Oure of his pastoral dntles, giving him msnn useful hints and
advige, She would harass the farmer mayor about the gleanliness of the village
or rather abput the lack Yam of 1t.5hes would imposs her demands foreibly

ponocarning wani tary conditiomnw
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She 4id encourage sad imspire the introfuotion of revelutionary changes sm
ﬁlr“lﬂlﬂlﬂiuﬂrhm:ﬁl-‘“-ﬂ—-nﬂn-;m
of tha village school for girls.Mimisse sould not maks har {nflusmoe ;'ﬂ.t BR
the male teacher except perhaps negatiwely smd through him sn the bays becsass
he happensd to be sme of the most implacable if sly,eanemies of the sastle.
It whs sald that he had stadiesd snd lived in the Big City aad hid returasd be
his plage of birth as a"sclentific athelist” sad progressive revelutionary.ld
&1l bodled down %o & mild and lazy indiference %o everything including his Job.
as sa eduosator.
. The village constable also belonged to the sntl-gsstle fraction though this d
wia dne to matters of & more persond] nature.Mimisse was disaticfied with him
way of enforcing the law against geme posghers, several of which smong the bafter
known onss, vere his two trother-im-laws.
Tor & while Honigue and I had & priwets tuter tut after having pleaded inelshmtly
Mimisss,who loved us both very much and was very good %o us, let us go, for a trial
peried to the village school.So eme day Nonique snd I passed the heavy irea
gats of Chanteraine smd feeling very small we walked all by sursslves te the
school house &t the othar end of ths village.
Mimisse had declded snd made definite arrangemenis for my golag alsp to the
glrl scheol snd the safe influence of the woméa teiohar.l wes them five years gld.
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Thars were over sixty girle in the one and only huge Hall and only
one women instruster to do the teaching und sll the suparvising.

She was ap cnsrgetic little person with & severs face and l striot
diseiplinerian, She made use of an extremely long snd flexible rod

to indionte her Alepledsure snd to rectify unruly conduct émons

her pupils.She would tesch the clder girls who in turn wopld try to
teach the smallar omes withf rather often surpriesing scholestic resmulte,
Betwasn the two lorge btlack boards in front of the class was & nurrow
green psintad door.During the mornlng sessions the teech:r,referred
to us "Modemolselle" would A1sSppesr frequently,vhich was the sigmal
for snimediote snd gemeral uprurfﬁ ‘Tﬂﬁﬁﬂd% doy was
repressdd by iron discliplina.

Much later T wes to learn the secret ofthese dlsappearing acts.

On the other side of the blask beard happemed to be “madescleelle’®
tehen snd simaltonecusly with her teaching she dld cerefully
supervise her pots &nd paps on the kdtchen stove.

At the bagk of the classrooa stood mn snormour glass-faced eupbesrd
filled with the pernsphernslis of the teaching of Netural Elstory.
I wes specinlly impresced by & beautiful but skern looking etuffed
Hoyel Owl,that having lost one of its originel twe yellowlsh-brown
glass mi,amld.r.u wink at some esoteric priwate Jolke,

Further there waes & gcollection of btird egge and nests, fossilized

plants, rock eristel,exiting both in color and texture,A dryed out

spakeskin hung realietically from & dead brexnch of a dlsplay &iond,

A few yellow ond faded photogrephs teken bymissioneries in Africa
opd South Ameriea depletsd eénd susgested to these young pesssnt

minds this cutlandish unreal smd pagem part of fods world thot

i
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secmed to most of them aa remote énd frightening =z hell iteelf.

Most of the childern had nowver left the territery of Longueville 1teelf.
A few wvhigae sisters or sunta had married In cne of the &djoining hiémlete
or villages, had besn that mach further to wisit those relatives, at the
locel fair,They céme bagk self conclous ond slightly unesay &beut thia
weded experisnce,Some of the girls hed gverheard whispered conversat!ons
about the Big City vhere glder brothere young uncles or comains had been
on som® or other rare bukbnese tris with oart ond Borsp ,&nd vho there
mysteriously had remained for & few daye, to come bagk with a strange
mixture of sovhistication,unsasiness apd unchristian nostalgy which

caly becsme apparant in & psgouliir, quic’ bashfull szile whenaver the nsame
of the bilg city wae arationed by & third parscm,

Monime #nd T hed been to Brussels,Paris snd Southern France by that

tine and therefor in the eyes of theas puplls v belonged to & different ree
race a rege to be respected by right tmt that by fate wonld remain
unacseaible and cmandoratood.

Mademeinelle tricd to coancot most of the teaghing with farmine end eattls §
raising &nd kindrod probvlems mt even so she falled to & ;i-n.t extend

to Interrest the mejorijy of the farming paremts whoe felt that enoe

thay hodi rearad doughters to the age of tem or twelve thay conssqmently
had the paternal right to the full use of their service on the fors

until aa eventual marriage agreemsnt would toke them avay again maybe even

patsids of this present comunity,
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Emenilon sesmad so superfluous to them,all this trouble about lecrning
how %o re«d &nd write &ad =1l whe rest of It was pure waste of time,

waste of thelr proclous farming time.The girle should be sirane and

sturdy end havestamlns.They should milk ceve,feed swine, chmrn milk, make
cheess, bnd coock for th farabunds,They should help gather hay and plant
notatoes, They should be willing to wecd end to ute the hoe.

Therafor o working mie hod bean sstablished that vhenswer work was
rressing and & shortage of hinds on the lendf could be elaimed, the childern
were raleased from shool dnty.

Medszolselle, I db ropegher, introdueed many reforms of lmln:'g‘lr domegtic kind
also.3he pelnstiiingly lntreduced omd forcefully superviced the ghligntery
wearing of underwear Shon: her puplls.No underwear was worn ever by the
girle sad young womSn fpd this lmnovatlion for & lemg time kept helf the
commaity up in wrma.Minise financed and procured tha nsgessry garmente
vhaleesale from the Blg Clty.Many om embarassing situation grev out of thias
Much svesring too T am eura,

Noxt to this Medemoliselle etarted & wermin extermin o’ oimpelen, with &
gensrel elaes cheels up every ¥Friday afternocn.Here agein many poreate obJecll
tad and tried to interfeore,

Bhortly «fter these two revelutlonsry moves Ly the schosltescher.T left the
Village Echool to go bagk and live agoin with my porents in my hometowm

of Aptvarp,

For me the Cheateraine prriepd hes & drecmlike quality,by thie T meon that

1%t has the valne of expericnce tut actuslly eomehov lasking in-reslity,
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| Chanteraine represented and snolosed l‘vnﬂd. strioctly of its own.¥Vith
matarial fulflilment that were afforded before the actual need for them sver
&rose, or even preventing matorial needs of fay knd to te sxpressed, with
sn ensuing lick of phyeleal hungers enliminsticg in & plaird sophisteoad
boredom. Everything wis plenned sad regulated end presrenged and proper,
Everything was clesn snd dull and well mesning.Life at Chentersine ddd

nat tolorated of eny exeasses.It wes perfectly balapced,tut on & lowsr.and
trivial level,

Mizies had on extensive asiemblage of coaotus that wvere kept in an even

end alightly overhefted temp rature &t all tlmes.The cact! were watersd with
moderation once every day with monoton~ regularity.

Coge in mény yesrs one of them had the coursgs %o producs & bloom with

& paradexieul apology and egocentric concelt.

The bloom mever war folloved by frubtion;it remeined ornementel,pelite

snd eymbolieal,

So also l® to me 1life at Chenteralos:decorstive,peibts eapty, polite

apd lagking in parpose,.¥We lived and &te well, traditiona ly worked 11ttle
and par exalence produced nothing.

In the econcalc, cultural snd spiritual life of the melghboringpessent
comuni ty Cheatercine wes or wemted to be the stabilisingf fastor, the
indelitle inprint of stale respect of a stagnating snd pointlass h!ararchy,
1% had lost all creaklve urge,all hussnity and taste of emrth and blead.

It had no hope,no goal no archale will to live,

A% & gortain polat in the Hietory of Chenteraine the enimity of cne freaction

of the peasant 'm the naightorhood hemlets sad vlllages grew to such an extd
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extand that we lived paychelogleally im & state of sleg-,
Around this sime time over 2% cholce chickem wers ntslen from Mimise's
model chicken farm, during & well orgenirced maranding reid,
The consternatioh wes great when the Ipnﬁ:'ltl-un vas 4l scovorad, Mplse

proceedsd af once to foriliy the defence of Chanteraine,The whole esatate was

funged in &nd barbed wire was electrified.Fesides this an impressive mumbers
of wolftrans wers disprrsed 2ll over snd also hidden shotguns that wonld

#o off sutomatically.in intricete system of sntl burglar slers wes instelled
at high cost.Besides the loul sad shrill ringing of the alagm bells 14
would mtomatically llght & vastmumber of searchlights, thus surreunding

the entirs castle wvith revealing 1izht.Loaded shotguns end Browning
stomatio revolvers were kept hidden hendy ot all times here after, with
to shoot to malm,

Drem&tic signe were vostod on poles énd trees &all gver the plagr, varning
everybody mot to venturs Anywhere of the grovel travks and inmto the grass
or undertush,¥We lived under s entirely artificialc created esotional

high temslon =#¢ if living in the vory midst of & mine field, or If projected
in time,we were living in full high noon of & hypoeriticdl, dresded and mmohl
talked of extremiet revolt of the massea,

Vietor, the chenffour and T rejolced at the opportunity afforded us ta
peaaties extenslvely practice targe: shooting ag all Hn; ol the day.

It all was very silly and themght me much sbout climate arasating
imaginnings of enfeverished breine an! defstist thinking,

The hostility &nd susplolon ereatsd on toth eidee of the fences of Chante
réine,between the peassnts ond the lady of the Omstle naver really

gimnered down again.

Mimise refused to patronise $5® Village shop any longer and cut down to &
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very minimum mll economic dealinge with the surrounding villagea,

The Castle of Chanterains became geared to near complete mitonemy.In the
eellars beneath the Castle,tullt of messive grey stone axtensive provisions
were tuild up gradually.

Life at the Chatem wis gverahidowad by mythical, ell perveding sad
permament feor of the demonins plettings of the Internationsls in Mosemu
and the oheeesion of snarchist sxtremiet, méddemed nihiliet,leftist terrorist
and belshevica.

This vegue uﬂdimh distant treat was intensifiecd Bnew Ty gonwermations
with, cr lettors frem the friends of the white Buesiong sristocreoy exiled
at the Fremch Eivlera,

Beatder this,rumor sbout Mozl siliterisme helped apeet snd evenjually destny
the {dylile late nineteenth century survivalef life at Chentersine,

The germanic treat scon crieteliszed Into an perallzing ewotlonil reallty
whigh prew so much out of proporticm that thore 4id not appear to he mch
will %o rnil:h; oppose 1t.

Bloody old tales sbout the attrocitles of the german ocoupation of TIRLU.IS
were reviwved and persistantly retold with hate, fear and f_lulﬂ-l—i and
with & tnu:h of defeatist cynichsae,ss if saying ing other wordsy oll

this will be again soon.

A% tha axtrems end of the estals there wis & mmell, low bulld, whiteawaghed
farmhouse, vhere & pan named Istece,lived with hie fanl y, Monsieur Tetace

was Treputed tc be & hesler by touch and & porson pomseslve great magleal
powera, o need to say that Mimise snd this mon were In & porpetual state

of parpetual and open warfare.Feasant o farmersvivers ceme to him, travellisg
mapy, meny hours distance by horesswagon, cart or horsaback.He mever touched mij
money tut Accepted remmeration in natura.Strangely encugh the mainkind of
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currency he favored heppened to be bottles of beer,btrendy orwine.To keep
his healing powers at thalr besat in the sarvice of suffering humentty he
seamed to sndeavour to live on the strainecus reglme of pnmhm”
intorication Some of his ghiklen at times,infiltrated through the intrisated
alesetrifisd barbardwire, thick thornbush hedge and chioken wirs into the

sagft and lush maddows of OChantersine.ds scon 82 such &a Invesion,on amy sch
scale was diseovered the alarm wis given &nd & wlld ohiee war on t111 the hi
half storving anl=al had Leen breught te ground and asnhilsted to be aent
back to monsleuwr Iatace, by the consleranted gardsnsr vith'the sompliment de
Hadame".

At Chapteraine there wta an extensalve,woll planned ond strictly supervieed
program of exterminstion of pesta,

A falthful ¢ld man palled Flamalle, would come from the willase of Lonmaevild
and spant woaks at Chanteraine, btullding, placias, imnwrovios snd maintaining
trapejspecial trap for woasels, for honsters, for foxes, for rats

for *1ind groundmoles,&nd snaree hidden in the hedges to intercept incoping
wild radbite.In the attle thers were of courze tha indispenssble grey wira
mesh mice trips,with their cheese bait.Those in the celler were subtily
baited to oetch the long tailed broen field nice, 8o the window sill thers
was an !ngenious and crusl glass contraption of an lmpressive sise |
containing honey and besr,Thie wes & gne way wavp exterminator.Tuared by

the honey, they wers drowmed In the besr.

Tn the kK ichen &nd panty there hung the Inccltable,ugly,stickiy Tly tanes,
The plante in the gerden were coatirmelly spreye=d with chemleals againat
neats, buge, tutterfllies and worme,

P11 extermination becsma & fulltime mrntal aapreccupation and grew into
& real complex of never ending exposare to contémination &nd unknosm
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dengars,

Victor thes chonfermoencentirsated hiz efforte on shooting and trepping thorel
birds procluimed & mulssance Ly sadsss du Chatesmu.The both of them cbviously
enjoy=l the extensive and prastical study of wildlife in order to betier and
more ruthlesns destroy 1%.7 Llearned mach from these men &bout the existence

of apizale ond birds, notwl thetanding thelr woy of destructively misusing thé

their uniersténding of the anisal world.Later whem living with the gypeles

I wvas shown & differemt approagh to life and nature and saimale for which
I am themiful.

~tThe endless méay grandfsather clocks were slweys on time.It was painful to
have so meny olocke and &1l of them a0 obecosingly on Hime with sach other
They ware ny first personal discovery of the Rolot comncopt.My reaction was
an intimidated dletrust for it and & sirange unformlatod apprehension.
All throush the day &nd the night they would nolelly clagmour passing time
md conditionned and dn vain they would do so,uniill one slther grew
ingensitive and conditicened to thelr sound or ons btecime nmurasthemic with B
its obeeseicn,or still and more wizely so,one found the right plage and
importance for them.! still would have preferred them mot to axplode
periodically with such multiecnous clangor.

rmuh meny, meny years after,when J/ hearing simuler sloek chines 1t dees
| ewides for awty, and not unpleasant echo in me.
We wers tapght repoagnance for the ways of life of the peasantiry.Ve ware
timght to scorn their liwing end sleening and bdresding emd dying in dark
suelly, holes,closs to their cattle sad the sarth,

We were taught to se» nothing much else in thes Lesides thelr limited
eapasety for work,fer slov, heavy, archale werk of the fartile glebe soll.
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They slept ower tls cowsheds, tc stingrly make use of the wvamth of the
animals $111 they =melled themaelves like thelr mnimals,

In the farmyard thare was tho wg huge donghlill o front of the house
where gosse, ducke wnd pislets would play in the dark browm pool which
farmed around 1t.Pige would rogm arcund freely mnd grunt Wi th exitement.
The heavy, titonlike btull weuid with the irom ring through the nose, would
te solidly attached in & darkensd shedjawciting the very few daye of
comparative freedom &nd purpose glven 1t every year.

Ehagey dogs would berk farcoiously,valling at the and of & long rusty chain,
Dirt and smells would be everywiers.

We wore tmaght t.g.“:.nin'l;r thim side of thair 1ife, £111 gFraduslly snd of my
ova 1 startsd ocut to.discoveran other sidetes, the homan sidotthelir 11ttle
i coeplicated lovee end Joys, thelr hopes Bnd eorrows, tnelr fears ond inoer-
| tainitles about supernatursl 1ife, thelr inkrtion)*sed emotione, thelr
eteadiness and coarthlike coursge aad tenseity, thelr sencr of purpoee ond
daty to the lond,

Up in the woods lived wood cutters,wic lived 1n still mere primd tive
conditions in rulimentary huts bulld fros Lrénches, treetrunks, dead leavss
snt red olay earth.They dronk wildly,mostly home brewed stuff, seldom
vieliting the parlish mever géme to church outslde of Enster Sunday,or to
att=nd the burisl of onc of thelr own folk.

They occasionully would sell pelts snd anim:l eldinz and charas.The womtn
ifolk would sell beskets and meke brooms.

| At the villapge Fsir they would come in strengh and loudly mike themselves

at home. Not infrequently such Falrswvould end im violent brawls,vhers
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orooked knives were flashed ond thick glass bottles ysed tc hit.

The backwood peopel lived in swarms __,and were loudenoken end fond of
svetring whereas the farmers were more isclated Individusls,

They lived ob with and for the land, plough!ng, sowing and reaping in seeming
teclturs disspclation 1th thelr husan envircment. They talked 1ittls and
where they did 1% wee ar againet their gwn will,

Meir nesd of comsunisetion wioe mostly directed towads the sall, rain

and sun.Their thoushte were centerad arsund gernlniting grain they

bad entmasted to the lap of mother earth end tha sprouting potatoes,

barley snd oaths,

They lived with the 1ife eycle of their eattle, =oting, sestation, milk
promotion, fattening and =lmmghter,

Their acemed to be relatively 1ittle else to coumunicate about emonr them
selves, 4 baghful gmachery deminazed meat of thels more intimate relations,
or was swvltoched into crnde ribeldry of & few *poken worde,

Once & ysar there was a villaoge Failr in the parish of Longueville and mi:
would stop work end worry to rejolce,eas well,drink plenjifully snd Joke
end dence enougn for & wvhole further yessr to come.

The Mid Mgust Sunday morning would be Banounced by the roceters,

The land would euell strongly of sunheat sleydonst spd ripening narvest,
After & late Hign Nass ze the culminstion of many weaks of preparat!ion,

Tue procession im its full glorywould leav: the beautiful 1ittle grey chureb
The two peralel roads,runing iz & straight line, startdng i ending abruptly
extendad cnly by & narrow winding earthpat:, had been reked of cowdung,

The girls an! childfren had strown besvuetsfol of colersd phoersnirpering
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end spotless white sand.In the windows of the houses churcheandles burned
in front of & oruelfis or the image of the BElessed Virgln or some Saint nrol
tector of this partiouler bhousehold,

The women locked clesn and shiny in newly starched long dresses cnd anrons,
It 1z & strange sigzit to us all these famlliar looking farmersfss!lics at
thelir ceromonisal best, self concions end impressed by thelr own nitire and
babavwlor, Intravertlly watching thelr own evary move,

This is & great day for the ledy of the Chatesa and for her large menage,
besmnes the processlion will etop &t the Chenteraive for a ritunsl service
after thelr solemn march through the one strset to afterwards return

to the church agein wia the pther and paralel road,

This is striatly the omly day of the year that the grest lron gates off
Chanterain~ ars swang opento let willagers in uorestricted.

An provielonal alter has bean Yulld Llsckln: ths front entrance,The sranite
stepp ,flenked by the alerted llons are covered with o bureundy red 7= 5 1
and 1a kept in plage B¥ & mumber of hage netlonal recks that have been
@ild and reguilt trough the years for the purpore snd are kept in a special
ssgtion of the attie behlad lock 2nd key with all the persphenslisa for thieh
occks]on.

From the balocony of Mimimemult efa enormous canopy has been susmendsd with
ful burgandy red drapes resching dowvn to groundlevel,

The inside of the canopy i1s amre with golden stara,

All the endlees windows of the Chatesm feelng the front ere decorated with
& dosen mmall flegs with the popal and with the natlional solars,
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Garden tables sre put !m & long row where thefipAlibesrsrs rest the heavy

wooden &nd peinted plaster statues from the ciurch whick are carried

in the procession.

One of the twe store keepers 1s bearing & grandious banner of Szint

Mieghel fighting the Drigon.imlbrolderad ribbons held on by young sow kccpers
on elthsr alde keep 1t In balancs,

Froudly representing the porulatica offf the Chatams, I carry & such saaller
child eire banner with a bemtifuly entroidered apd stoded with semi

precicne stones imoged of Mory snd Chfld.Two ribbems on eitner side are

held by 1ittle girls sl]1 dressed up. i

The march bagk to the chareh 1s lese solem snd slow.Psople ars hot, tired :
and ovor exited by all the liturgle besmty snd solemmd ty. Thay feel
exhanstad by this ritosl and estetic nearnecs to heeven nnd Qod,

The proceeeion le disbond-4 end all the 11ttle vhite slad angele toke off
their artificisl wind® Snd dlerebe,

Jesne D'Arc gots out of her shiny semour snd ridea back to the farm om

the haawy hgofed plouch heres,

Tae older men deposlt thelr long extincted vhite wex camdles,ull sticky

bent 2nd tvisted from the heat, ' ¢

They feel as if steartung 1ife apew,They long for the idle plow they

vassed by ,earlier in the day,vhen welking stifly in the processicn past
their ovn lemds,

That pert of the land vhich had bren plowed over anly the dmy before, was

flaming red.Scme patches were drylng out under the Magnset sun end torned
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into f deeper shades of reds sud purpels with somrtimes a dark brown

1ine running stralght througu parts of o lend.Com-lleated peterns of

hedges stcod out in dark green and redish brova.

The dnsty esrth roads are yellowviah grey,Some field are orenge or deen ol
yallow with the harvest of barley ond oats mad wheat,

Aleng the horizon ie & strangly vibtrent line myaterdonsly sepsrabing lend
epnd eky.

The vidmeicsl silhonette of the scmber foreat mdiz o Jdlecenent note to thie)
landacope.

The gowe stand mear the barbed wire fencer in grouvpe locking witn blg
lmsble soft brovn ecyes at the unusual kap-enimg.

The houres, brick cutiulldings sand =irkles neve been freshly whitewershed

gnd hare & ehirp gripping little wsmell,

Byeryvhers sround, fof = grolasque obessaion,one cen zee tho séme ¥ind of
na-ly dene haircat, following & not to sabtle And uniform pattern.

Fyery hair 48 cut awey below & predkoided point ebout one Iinch above the

top of the esr end thie le ona etralght coensiatent line all &rpund the head
The remlt 18 stunning aad manyf of the victims look ;bmir.ei. There 12 scmetl
thins humilisting and pltiless dbout these creas of exposed ecalpe.

Some women hive thelr nalr surled up In & moet unexpected fashlon cnd logk
perfectly hidecus, trylng in n pruche manner te imitete the ladies of

the ¥1p 01ty.They forpget hov besutiful they leock in thelr unsophisileated
aturdy everyday selves, vith slew, brosd and szgentizl mowvement: ailking
gows,bindin; sheuver ind suckling thelr 11ttle cmre,

In the cyes of .eveary peasent eond girls gooo latortions are to be read

ae to o remewsd and intemsified “Tirmation of pleky.

A white robed Missionery has come frea & dlstunt el:oquent fother commandty
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to m the sermon.

Tola la also the obly Sundiay of the year tohoat & opllection is btaken in %ne
gimareh of Longneville,

Seversl of the potables sant thelr streng hipped and sturdy deughteres to
the ﬁ“ﬂ:i-::pll,plﬂl and gheess ples tos size of oo avercge okrtweel

as & gift to Madsme why reclprocates by seading bici the ritusl ons botile
gf rod and snr of waite wine,

'At the Chatema everybody returns teo the dsily routime of beored sophistleatin,
snd gondrsgending reflecticns about the wiye of the slmple willagers,

T loved to go @nd bring bottles of wine to gur melghbour 'nd tenant
#alllerulin, They worked the blggest farz miles iz the round .Bverybody
galled them le pere et la mere Julllamuis.Some portes of the berns, stables
and ety were modern,uptodate &nd gonvenient.The Sullleruln couple had meny
nlough horses, and the best sad many milklog cows with heavy udlers,

They were cosldered very rich &nd thedr reputation essuch wis selldly
estubl!shed,

They dwalt io sp enoruecus barnllike ki tchen, right next to,8nd under the
ptwe roof 88 the cowshedse.The floor was beaten eorth, sprinkeled with
oleén white ssud snd freshly cut green tvige.The celling vas sapported at
spall Iintervale by massive and hand hevn beams dearkened by epe snd smoke
fros vhich hung a guantity of smoked hame and home made garlic floavared
sapziges, The rodgh brick walls wers whitewashed with a sprinkling of blue

eolorant added.On blz nafile hung the hayfork, elekles vooden rekes, shears
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Tonmeville.

=~ pnd axes,In-ihe-garnes4 Several sace of wheat flower slump in the corners,

Tn 4he lerrse vessele quentity of creamy milk ls getting sour and spread
¢ ogoftiv, intoxiceting smell, mingling with 1t I cen dAetect the emell of
yeret end rising tread dough, strong coffle perpetuslly on the stove

en? gowdung,Ealf & dozen blg gre¥ cats Are lapping their milk from &
dasew anrth bowl,Ther live in tne heylofte Bnd feast on mlee and birds,
In tha hervy copper cmdron the mash for the plge 1s belng cooked 1t

{18 mede af -~otatoes, beets, cornmeel chaff beerdregs &nd leftovers of the
frrmere tehle,

Chickens come inslde the npuge in quest of crame,

A-rinst the putelde wall le the vat'rpusp Bnd wedged behind 1t ie the
cneén blue enemelled empll wishine baeln And B plece of esip, A brnh.'m
nfece of & diméged mlrror held by three rusty nalls servee the farmer
for sheving hie occesionrl,

Beetdre thie trnlcal old fechloned hand operatédt waterpump there e a
emell stone bench where the old wommn site In the early svening to pray,
withk the bleck rossry tied round her left wrlast in order not to lose or
Argm 4t when dozing off.

Tn the noneer with its silvery corrupated lronm roof stand the wigon carts
rnd arriculturcl macnines.Mere 1t in that the fermer dries bunches of
tabecco leeves for hie ovn uee &nd for the ure of his wicnsive homeshold
of farmerhande.It s 1Lligel to frow one's own tobacco end punishadble

under the present leév.Unce & greft while & fermer 1s henled evoy To toe

et
= A

= somoam x
'
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Longneville,

bg cityrad to Jjall for 113icit tebacco growving or for poaching smd he
doos doss mot sesm to Tesent this too wmach as long ax it doee nod, heppen
argund barvest time.Ho do®s not undsretapd thess ways of ths world at
laygs nor doos ha cere.He Just accepts gradgingly trisl and condesmations
by elty Judpen, the enforesd pagment of tares and long compulsary military
tredning for hie son . He viefws with mounting saeplcion the lﬂﬁ-
aonmalal mt.mngl for ohanges, speolsally vhen feeling missrable) none -
theless. In the mesatime he cimrms his Jaloy tabtooo leaves &nd dyss his
land with profuse brewn splitle.Es leste himeelf be permeated with a-
sarthy contentasnt and he lives on.

fcoevhere behlind the anager two hired hand are stwing log-e for the
wintarfires, There i alv fyes urgent work aplesty on the foarm and 1ife
maies sense,Tnere] ie the lind to be attenderd and mamured end coved for.
gt a11 times.There cre reofd to b+ repalred, outtuildings to be painted,
tocle %o be kept,fences to Ve looked after and cnme thoussmd thiuge to

ds that are not forezsen.

(me Lag gonstantly 4! adjust to natefe's chenging elrcamstonces sad this
keeps men In 2 dynamlc relationship with his environment and helps him

to rensw his perspective on 1ife ind on himeelf.It promotes equilibriom

between eenlty and introwpectlon,

It i# in Longneville that I had the blossing $o dissover for myself sad
to expariemce extensively some ¢f ths basic aad eultnre making erafts,

In sany sobtle wvays defying the coneeptions of 1ife of the lrdy and
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Mag¥er of Chonteralnme anl rho warlous housshold rules sstablirged by
har,I lataltlvely tried ay hand &t saay kinds of mwonual lebor and =kills,
T wvas inltiated in the gay alateriea of pottery by mm old fnd venderful
graf bamin, In & seall village in the nelghborhood of La Rache,

He worked in on asclent acd dark 1ittls woerkshop near a rasnlne broak,
share the wvary young &opd the wary old of tha willage weuld =1t In hot
parmer avenlogs and figh,

The hunid, homogenicas grey olay would bo kneadad in a shapeles: mass,
than thrown seddenly on @& slowrevolving nottrewhesl,A mtrengs and compelling
thuml, sqeexing the cley would meke it grow up and up and forge 1t down
sgain end & 1litls) more up,Then the n-nrl:.: farmed shspe weuld remain
statlo an Eie turning wheel £111 I etorted wondering vhy the syheal vas
kept twming asd why the shape just orested resadning stetic form

al though whirling arcund or why the strong &nd compelling thumb 4id
squecz@ 00 mOre,

Suddenly the strong fingers were forced dovm from the top of the clay
shepe snd delved inside 1t.The old énd clever mem put both thuwbs in 1%
epd thus geeetdngs- he worked hard ereéting imner ephce.HTe bedy dld
hardly move.His hands seemed motionlest in thelr eolfeentrolienly the
clay lnasp seemed to Jump up &nd down in & mystericas demce of creation.
Tha baro feet of thl‘;::::r moved the vheel in short, rhytmic steps.

Bagk at Cheanteraine I would for & long time work work with elay tullding
up a1l kinds of pote end largs plates without pottervhesl,

Himise disliked those venbtures of mine ond 414 mch to Alscoursgs those
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Longneville,

tendencien in me,

I managed to comvince Oh=rlottie the cock to let me sceretly use the
Imge kitchen oven for firing wy cley objects, recieving unexpected
teghnicel sugpestione from her,sech as the use of plain )i tchen salt
for zlazing.

I had found & 11%tle epen epace in the grove of sepling chesmt trees
ind bulld there & pris!tive shelter of desd btramches and leaves, ¥hare
I conld work undieturbed aad unobeervad.There slwe I could lsawve my
clay sxperiments to thoroughly dry befere bringing them subrosa to
the kitchen far firing It wie alse there thet I would bring beack and
store np the more or lees succesful axamples,

To shov mp gratitude to Cherlotte for the previlege extended I wodelled
beked snd glored becds Sor vhich T then thresded together into a

negkklage for her,.3he sweotly axpresssd hor asppreciation,

The villags of Longnoville had the benefit of having en old and ex-
parisnced Dlagkzamish,as one of the weabers of the comounity,and they
wers anvied for 1t acny, sany villases Im the round,

The salthy waa only & stonethrow remgved from thir:uruh andl the smolent
bonagard, Jext th the villageforge aal part of the nume Lusiness (outfit)
was the public house where the fermers would welt wiile thelr horses

were balng hoofed or vhile ploughshears or other agricultural implemsnts
warerepesred or adjusted.There 1t alec usnally is theg prices are hagrled
atout and chalked up t111 fined poyment day,

There 4% elsc 1t 1s whore all equine affairs of the entire parish ars
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dlagnassd and upon by the glint hoofemith,

The huge snvil stends at the mouth ‘entrancs)ef the saveliks saithy,
tlackersd by scoth snd smelling of pungent Acrseswest &nd rusly irou.
Deep in the darkmess of the cove & fire ie glowing aimost wadte,

Huge IT‘llhpm'um-i‘u:l_l bellows Are hesring and modrming undar the affart of

the ap-renticis,™e swarthy smitn,vith blackemed leather aorom, werks

at the snville, tha bimtlsh hasser is thrust dovn with repld snd smphatsie
movemsntr in o d=ofening cadsnca,

Eagh tngry heemar blew spite forth & dlecharge of irarcitle Ijlll'h-

The {ron 19 Leins be=ten while it is hot,

Yhenswar I oould mansge to alip away undar aay ssceptable pretext from
the sestles Chanteraine I would go snd watch thls swe-lunspiring feast

of £fire, spund &nd power.

In frant of the forge stood & sturdy wooden strucrure that for some
anlmown resson reminded me of & fremch guillotine,which object I obvicusly
paver had seen, The heawy btuilt ploughheorses were hoth -coxxed Fad beaten
spalde this four pole construction &nd ghained o 1t.Them the red-hot
iren shoe wonld be forcefully fitted to tne hoof end melled to 1%,

The horse wonld whimay wildly end shodder.A foul small would gripp you
a= the hornlike sabeianse o the hoof wis ealolnate 4 and lmmregnant
everything around for & short wtille.

Mot nnaeldon oxen were used for verkipz oo the land.Paor people woull use
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or rather misuss tosir only mllking cow.Thess animals were them specially
hoofed for the purpose at the smithy with gueer looking cleft foot.irvone.
I his off moments the smith would work cn springs for wolftraps and on
sharp,long spurs for fighting coqe.

In the evenings he would prasids over the drinking im the padliec house,
sltting on hie chadr and with legs wide spari,ond In revers,

The comounity of Loogueville also bossted the evallablliity of & saster
cerpenter whoss service were soupht by meény & distant fersowner,

Flezelle, this was his usme spd his vife owned the one &nd only village
stors for countleas years,Yme day & nev genersl stors was opened in
Longaevills for mo opparant good reascon of necesslty.

Tlinsells whs cne of tne very few villagera -ho were weloom At the Chatesu.
He was & grey 1ittle men of s=all swatue anc he prided hdmself of his technd
nlesl rescurcefulneas, Bvontually he ddsclonsl to =e his 1ife smbition snd
projeet of suppodedly endlase years of interwltited rewsearch,

He would indnlge in revarie,sweel &nd forcafully, sbemi hoaving solved

&t lesst speculitively, carteln obetacles presented by phyelcal lews te

the materis]l hoped feor renlisation of the p_a-rputm:l mobile.

He wves heunted by his of ten declared need anl sabsequently intended quest
for a sertaln gquentdty of guickeilver which he nrgently regeired to make
this sclentific siracle come through.

T etrdngly saspect that he lovel to make us Lellove he worrisd and fretohed

abount his Iawantian,
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He hal & brother who wis & mlsslsnury father sonswhere In the stemming Jungh-
of South Aserles.Flemelle vwould tremslets for us grophiecslly sad eclorfully
the infrequent uiesives from this brother of his.l remember best the huge
atroclous, other-worldiy carslvorous plemta thet would devour men and beast
elikes, I-remesberine lmportaat day in Flemalle's llfe =ad ko kie 1ife of the
peLsant comunity of LOngueville vas when the miselonary fatler came hogk
from the mission flelds.Ae waes old, thin, tired an! unhealihy looking with a
strings, absent stare in hie eyes.He gove the painful impreasion of not

told
belonging here evermore,lhs -I&Hﬂl atarles about far away -»agen lands and
would lock young and inepired for a short spell.
He oams on & friday night. Tha Lady of the Jastle had grasimsly providsd
the use of her goar and chagffear for transport.She tharefor aojoved the
privilege of & few hours of his time on the pight of his srrival,
The following Sunday ke preached Ia charch. hile lletening to him T dnw him
grow in sire, fudicd out inte & blurry mase of light and mrcome Inte norssi
focus sgein, tropefigured into the Peter the Herzit.fis sermer on the urgacy
of evengelisetlcn of the pagerns embtly changed 1te meaning te & sall %o wer
sgidnst the Foors,& bloody crustélis in the neme of the Cromss of Chrelet.
e following Mondey morning be had 1loft bis native Leanmaville pavar ko

reton.
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The lends surrounding the sstate of Chantersine wers all cultiveted
or used &8 pastureson & wise agricultural rotation systes,coltivation
of the soll belng the amala ceoupation of tha locel people.

Bue Veat of LOngeville and zany miles sway there wers the stons
marries of Englebert.About cnoe & year, scmelimes in midsummer,uncle
Foerhardt would take me thers la watch the stonecatters at work,

Wa waald elish & pesgeful logklng hill slope covered with intense yellaw
tloawling ematerd plants.

Arriwing ot tha top we would unexpagtedly be greated by sharp angry wind
gate, rising vartically along the steep graulte cliff of the stone quarry
cut by mon Into the side of & pescaful looking, flowercoversd hilleck,
De#p balow un endless sntllkes werkers were moving in all directions, The
rasty wagonralls formed aa intersstlng overall pattern.Not the depth,
tat the breathiaking expanalon of this enormons pit made me feel dizay.
It made me fael infin!tliseinel sad crushed by this overvhelming awverensss
of grandsur end beauty, It in turn mads sy whole h""“.!“‘ in exaltion
and pladness.It must have been pany hundreds of jurds in ddlemeter and

on thres eldes tha walls cut Into Ui solid etone mase were straight end
steep. It varied lu color from & stuborn loolkdag bluish grey to vielous
sulphuf yellow, sppetlslng deep orenges that made the stone snpear eaft
and mkllestle and scmber, rusty reds,Scastimes & long, horlzentel blesk
stroak would show alanting downwardis,

I remembar wondering at some amall patohes of whitish, eriotalllkef formation
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On the for slde of the quarrg we couzldi see twe insest eize figares, olinglng
to & vertical stone sarface the helght of several houses, ol was holding &
long steal shaftlike dril) at armlength.The othor nom would swing & aladse
himmer 1n low movenentes,The soumd of tha hsmaer sa tho ateal shaft &

sarprising 11t41e ary tome without power K would rasch us & Little tlme after

wo had seen the motion 1tself.

The disconeaction betweon =ight and souad howsver slight, zave something dnrell

to the agone.

The sur vad hot and vibrant over the orater.Notwithstonding the 4in cnd nolee

of the stonecuitars at work it created a cathedrellike muteness of 1t own.
Foar us Dses would hum on the intens yelloyw mustard flowers.From Tor doun
ceme e ue the hish pitched atrident shriask of the atesl nowblinade ne 1%
ate into the reak, 1t gave a faint nasdling soneation in ene's spine merrow.
The vind would TPlow in copry flta apd the sun was hot,

Deep holes were atremuomely drilled end bhammeresd In the rogk mass for many
woalcn, Then one day, after dymandte chargpeshod been stuffed in tha holew

end proserly vired, they would he dstonatsl.

Long beforshand red warning flags would “a displeyed 2ll over the opsncast
mine surfsoe and the plase would be hushed end empty like on o Sundiny
morning. Every worker wis teddag shaltaer,

A nerien of unevenly spaced conilagratlone aguld he heard, fallowed by & i
tremorend the scund of tumlling rocka,

After wlting for a fev minutes &0 sefety aergin and hawing wade surs by
counting the mceesive explosions tLal all cherges ho? gome aff, the quarry
workers would sagerly emerge from the shelters, They would look sreund
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dacslod sl try to diesern through the thick dust cloude the mew sypesrsnce
of the sxplosion ripped well surfage,

We would walk ereund the upper edge of the crater amd ocome to the narrew
canygn entrance cut In the hillelde.Thers the stardy litils wsgons ,laden
vith rough rocics would be pushed elong the cne trsck ieading in an’ got the
querry.¥e vere elwvays wvelcome.he laborors would dsplay a touching it
saperfivoud concern &bout our safeby.

Hany of the atoné layora were of inferior guallty snd would Le emashe] with
cledge hmmmers intc pleces that one or two mem pould handle.

If 1 rememtor rightly 1t was treneported to & feotory whers It weold
grounded up Mmd ueed in the processing of cement,

The laborers sf xzEr working ai the stonemtilng were ca distont from gur
peasants of L¥ngnevilie as if they belonged to & Aifferant rage of mon,

On the othsr elde of Longaeville lay the perich of Bould,hidien ewoy
smong the evergreen pire woods.This was & feversd mrting ground,isny were
the plenios we enjoyed thors.Befars the sstual hunting scasen etarted our
denkey would be laden with hags provision basketis full of foods, to exellent
i plentiful to deseribe and we would pemetrate dosp lato the woods,

Ve would walk for hours &t the time through shody woodlands, spellbound by
the atundsnt plant and mnipsl 1ife.The most cepriciously shaped and eolored
mushrooms and fung! would eurprise ue, attrectios cad repelling us at the
sema time, Ve were amared at flnding everoey sod uckngwn spheres of 1ife.
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T vomdd elste ns and £111 us with vonder ot the unlinited joye apd
mysterios 1iTe has In store for us,.
This alatlion amd wonder i3 35111 axpaading in oy soul to day ond the

Jeys ond ayaterlss of lifo grov aove lustpresziwvaly bewitching for me.

Sudlenly 4 mes: of swwrdays would sxplosively penetrats the cocl shade of the
woods smd right shead of ur stood,in am open space an 2atousding pink fairy
tale castle, backing in the san,This wae the castle of Jouléf

Beealides Lslog o wivid pink and locking 1ike a falrytals 1% was rengwn for
its trout hetehing project, covering extensive grounir of the domain, whilch
groubds were moet severely restricted te =ay rnd #11 suleldors, thgn‘br
eretting o lnexpressible ntmcsphere of myslery.

Hxlfway between the two villages stosd & delépldeted chepel in the
nidst of & fheld.It was lmown &8 the'chspelle®ds Chinauli” sud persistent
steries told of o gold tremsure hiddex benesth: 14,

Onece o year at the time of full moon,of the'luns Hgusre" the young mem

of both pariehos would medt horo to brewl amd scold snd figk.

Fach group clslued the pood intentien of weniting o proisot the treasure
from the other R of village youth,

Legelly tha lond on which the chapel in quostioz stood, belonges to Monslear
the Notaire, Jurist :nd ndlavy.Fonsleur le Fotalre,m 84mified, thin country
esguire, lived with his fanlily,poor relativesa end servents in a castle of
lesser lmportaance <& the Chatein de Chanteraine, 1% therefor wos referred

bo pleinly == "La Foclalne” or s the Mooor Houme,"le Momplire" to the

x



