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Yeouth,

Ee loo™ unfem!lisr &nd refeonless.

T kg~ this ﬂut the ;fi‘act of & sunstroke or of swimp fever.
ﬂu&l”)ﬂ-/
et underatand hov I h&ﬂﬂfﬂz those months without the accented

forme end—eies of comfort and ““JI teen brousht te consider narmal
degirerle ond 4.1'.1E1lpe-na&1-1eu.ﬂnv could I have 1iv:? and enjoyed living,
trecit!ns wildly across meny countries pirt of & btend of humen beings,
unwented ununderetood, vithont &--arent go#l besides survivel and self-
mwnid or the feeling of ercurity that grovs out of routine E
the ererusuléticn of material possesions en? the delusion of teing part of af
ma jord ty.
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—aarer—) hall after listening enthrenced to eome powerful and spul
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Thp symphonic masic and being enoyed at belng confronted with atrest
¥ aonoe more.

ot for & eingle instent do I havs the impulse to turn back.d period In thip
=enp 1ife of mine has coms to an end %i—.}.m how, vhy But T know that .
It socared to :'.E.lt-.i'.‘ E relief.

- Ahepd of me laytmeny & Aifficalt time Life Bxong the galo to me secenms
vary, fl&t and stale.Bat I turn my beck deliberately and walk away from the g
migretisn of the Roa.

T &m concerned about the reception my nerente will pive me andJfoal slck

rb-nenrt At the thoukht of golng back to college.
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Touth,
to_yhan I cen gome besok in full genfideror Ertyerarity. Tear & year

T learn x-:- eppreclate dbelr wisdom more in handling this partiemlar

fnd epotionally complex =l tuatlon:
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My homeconns wLe Joyful r:rne The house in Antwerp v&s sunny, comforteble ad
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Tauth.

n.'iu the wille hung my beloved Jevenese sarcnge, rusty bro e, seple and merined

blue dyed by the betlk process 1o stylized oversll poatterns.T was grateful

ay many and beautiful books.

Fert to my bed ming & rrened photograph of B venersable looxing Rabindrenath

Perore, witn hie longs mApertuons beard and halr &nd with loawe in h1+3e5+

Fext ts this hung the photogreph of & funny little glrl of seven or eipght

vith long blond braiae, thie wes Aancbert wvhom I A1d marry many years
etill
leter as wé hed pleénned when we weravVeni ldren,

T rushed to the studlo %o lock &t tne worke of art my father had been

" arestins in my a\_-ae::.:W”mt my mothers tedeide in the evenif}

trl¥ines to her.I nlayed vith mr rouns sister end adnired add her prossesgiang

%ﬂmmwwﬂam{m i by o Thatan

resd =Y Eﬁrrﬁlpﬂﬂ'ﬂ.‘fm"!‘jil!&'l and mnensvered for-monthe,

w =T vmt.li '.',,}, £ fuh!t m.nm luxury of & hot bw

elothes &nd & tnorough helreut.
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The contreet war tos stroog ond Wee cosparriscn iepoeri le.

ptterly unre

&n
I sghool solns daye were to melineufTersble torment.The stndy of methe
glence, rreek lotin and moet of tne other mabjects, the wvay they were thiapht

f£oiled completely to int-Test me.
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Touth,

T &inliked buukletmlnfir:ni wondered to whet creeative use T ever could
L™
mat 811 thle eccumilation bf owledge.

T wented to grow up in & hurry and beses= & mén.I wented to learn to be coup

]
‘rageoue and good &nd how to adjust to lifes changing circumstances, tgcrente

viplone of bernty & my father Aid.I wonted to leara to see visions end
jeern how to erpress my pritefulness to God, 1iTe and natores arsund me.

T sre=e? to learn to fulfll the words of Salnt Aopaetimas vhere he sayad
"Theu dost so exite him{men) thet to preiee Thee 1s his reel Joy".

Put thie T 414 not lesrn At collere only dry rules, cold abstractions,
divavcai-fros-adle-end-aatloned vea-lecitloni-fo-dnterrete-bnd-zo-ariesaline
Aierpecting lessone of lifeless Bnetomy, or theorliee beantiful enoush Bat

that rempined divorced from 1ife &nd action.T wus lppatient to Intesrete
end to erlstoli~s to & certoln depree tnd Tor myeelf &n Enprofeh to 1ife
worth to epil one'e pmute Ebomt,

e lived in this firet half of the Twentleth Bentury, in an era of dazzling m
material and slentlfic prosress,ve lived threough & perlod of crasy
experimental soclel upheaval, degreeding llll"rtlu.a'ia._lg_u_l‘Ij; sni-Divine,

vhere men wers robbed of thelr dil-rity &nd pride, freedom of Judsement,
gtripred of thelr sense of perscnal responesbility towArds meonity as a
whole end sutmltted wholesale to delmmanizing and thorcush menticide,

This +eg the ~ethering of the sad harveet of tepleor centaries,

Soame of ue erperlenced thie in & drématlizéd fashion as If it ~ere a pre-
concertion of the Prave New Vorld, end shudder,

K mach wondered gbhout tie relationshlp between wiedam and vltalfty and

reglired 4% wemld tele prert vieloneries to moke & breech in the wall,




Touth,

College geve m- 1little satldesfaction end T fedly appriciate the paychologl enl
problem T must héve been to mony of my teachere.

In consequense of wll the foregeing my father, one day had & long conference
with the head of the 5%, Lievens College vho t0ld him that 1t would be
wiser to let me leern & simple trede since he wis sure T would never be
Fit for anvthing elese more eabitious,God bPlese him,

Tt was with great joy thet I accepted my fathers sugestion to attend the
Hoyel Assdemy of Fine Arte in Antwerp,vhere he himeelf had studied for
severt] yesrs in his ove youth,

¥ith a larpe group of aspiring artéet I aterted out on my former schholing
in the Artsifulltime chiorcorl drewving from plisker caert of fﬂ_ﬂuul statnes,
or frasments of such from Antiquity,snd &t night time larse scole modelling.
T wae etrongly inclined tovards modelling and sculpture, Isuspect, though
perhape unjustly so, thot 1t mey nave been to bresk awey from my fathers
powerful color penee,.Since T hPve come bAEck tn color Althemsh renlecing
my fathere medinm of glass and lead by wool and dyes and warpthread of the
Tapestry weaver.l gréatefully and proudly &cknoledge the influence of my
fathers art on oy personslity and work.

At the Acodemy £leo T had diffienlty in restraining impetuosity.l wae
impetient to express my still confused lnner vislone,I strongly desired

to podsee thormugh technicel wversatility,vhat the French cnll "metier®,

and maffered viglently under 1te dicicline et the smme time,
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Touth,

:-_.1_;_‘1’ wie subject to sudden reetlessnees and inexplicable, voleanle enthurat
] of temper,vehement dlesetiefretion with By own progress, elternating with
| ghort epelle of meoody Waearinees &nd sadden swespling fleshes of all per-
veding enthusisez, Cuteide of the Acafezy T wonld devote every single )
mimte of mareilotle time to model in eley moetly large size pleces, which
T would then cast in plaster ,prectising and testing the theoretical aspect
af the trade we were unsétisfactorily thonght at Art school.T was much
interssted in woodchrving.To encourépe thie growing pession and give it
e stedring Airectinn,one of oy meterngl eunts offered to tulld & larpe
ekilight studio for me.arin; the excarvition and the actumrl millding
accordins ta my o'm conception &nd Ylueprint I felt my fate taking formel
. shape.T felt the budding felf convidence and pride of beln: an ertist
teke roots in me,Partly end gredeelly T lost my miesgiving about my recluring
» nopidic tnﬂencilu.ﬁmmting end uprocting 'rilimzu ef travelling grpey tribes
subdued and were temporhrily replioced by the retleseness of the creetive
' artiet.The largse stullo was & haven &nd an incentive.
Tt war & BOubETE :hn:lld..lhg of roughly 24 feet by 2U, by IE feet helph vith
whitewaehed rough brick sellg- welle,# huge windov to the Forth and anp
overell slylight.It had & concrete floor &nd & biz baloony :ar- boskehelves
b covered the back wall Here I found pefce and smotiofl breathing epace,
In the cEllers belov the studia T kernt larpe guentities of mellesble
modelling clay.For & time T lived for sculpture alone-

Oecnel-nel lattere from the Wetherlende, from Annebert, would remind me




Youth,

of my promsise &nd of my ovz longing to share my 1ife and sleo my work

and art with her,

I avidly suoght the company of erperienced creftmen pld Ttalien expert
plastercesters, neture stone cuttere end rermén and mmstrisn woodworkers.
There wee 8 young, romenticylocking, flemish peinter who frequented my
father's workehop and who wae &n exellent crefimen,Fe wonld meke o
living cleaning en? restoring ancient masters for the Wajional masenns.
¥e Decéme close friends &nd from him I learned & great deal about the
"truce d¢ metler" the Inelde-cuts of the trade, Although he wae about

20 yeere older than myeelf he end his moonfaced young wife took great
interest In Bll =y artietle venbures, doubts and experiments,

At onr time T inves:isd in severel moselve tranks end besmp of e bl fal
Africen Herd-woods: sosber Ebony, greyisk, blue Berbenga, Teek and others,
the mysterious namee of which esscé&ne me,

There whs & carpenter in the nearby willese of Mortesel who tailt me &
eturdy and massive woodcarvers workbench, He had left his native Jnstria
on foot ar & "Wandervogel"™ many yeers Bgo,wlth the intention te take ship
in London to £o to fepr off Aserice as an immigrent.

A young flemish girl whom he hed met mads-klm croeeing our country, had
made him interrupt his course.Fe had settled down near Antwerp and had get
up & f'uj-ni tare workshop.He loved woode with &n uncomson and eecneous
rppurit'a_tiun for them.I of'ten felt that when he wos &lone he gpoke ton them

end that they understood him too.Uncountotle were the hours T spent in
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Toath,

his workshop watching him at work.The plece was full of fresh and sweet
szelling wosdeherrings &nd 1t loocked out over open fields.l learned wvery
mich from his about Eerd-wocds and I learned to love &nd have respect
for materials fe sach,
At thut time I 414 chrve 8 sguare bae relief of St. George on horeeback
fighting the dragon gbeut my own height in & flaming mahogany.lt consisted
of & mupber of vary wide zehogany beams Jjolned together with the sivice
and hefﬁLg.nthr:ﬂutsc of Pepple Strakka my woodlover friemd, to form one
larce surfoce of aver 5 fest by 5 feet,
Seint Georre fighting the drezon wie an gften recuring shbject matter,
In the evenlnpe efter the evering meal my father wmld come to my Work-
shopf to losk et the daye work and comment wron 1t, give ndvice after
which we wauld go to hie work and to purmae our discussions on matters
T egthetic and philosophicel,.This was the beginning of & wonderful and re-
newad i'rh_:_::_ﬂ_-Eip betveen my father and nyeelf.I consider my father the
| rrectest friend I have ever hal énd the one artlet I céme closest too in
i'unﬂ.ﬁ-rntanﬂir.g. ¥e differ enormously in tempersment and rhese are sbout
45 years esparating us in ege.My father has & solld background of
cleselcel influence in ert end littereture and theater.He fought as &
yolunteer in the World War I9IL_IZ.1 a= etill very young in age and experien
e, T drclidefly &volded the anntfut with ard infinence u;h:‘.l,l.iﬂn form
|of the arte.I hod been &nd stillwes intermlttingly living with roaving
bonds of gypsfer with thelr completely un-¥estern approsch to 1ife and

* their intenelity end sense of ceclor évakened curious echos Ir me and I afopth

to? them cutricht.Some of thetr most insrtodox ecolor combinetion would
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Touth,

dlet:=h g7 father profonndly, long and instructive decuseicns 1@. varlous
golor thearles would ansue,T trua.ta&. ey seanwe of color more then the
thegries abgut them,

eep
Sometimer m y father and I would spent & few wreks tu'gefthar at theleide
eround Bagtertime,. Tt would be cold windy and relning. The Horthsess
would lash out wildly on khe deserted sénd bedghes,.We would walk for
hmfliﬂﬂﬁiift the wind and se&l ocur bond of f:;ianﬂlhipf in long silent
garches, The sesair would smell etrangly of ilodine and the white esnd was
1ittered vith the objeate stranzest objecte from foundered ships ami

vhigh
and WEEAR the see would relect.

In the evening we would heve & rustic end solid merl !n & smnlty cafd,
frequented by the locel shrimpfishers,who where the only year round
residents of the place,

Torether we discovere? and turnt with epthusiasm &nd constructive critieisme
in turn, the Hebrew trevelllng thectre Esbime #nd thelr performinces of

the Solen, Dytmk and others.smd on the oﬁ'—ﬁr hand  the early rmlnﬂ.nnafr
Russlan movies ee Potemkin, The gensrul Line etc, om the other extreme,

¥We thoroushly prospected the H-.m!' Guimet of Eastern Art in Parle and

shared & coamen love for Hokuesy,

My sother used to go to brd eerly efterd dinner and read or write till

meny houre later =y fether would stop work on one of his bhuge cartoons

for execution in eknlned glose,Vhen 1 wee home I often wonld go end alt

ot her tedside end we would telk meny heppy hours.First my mother would




Toath,

the
rerd to oy little sister from Winny the Pooh or from Beatrice Potter

serles, I would faithfully pertéke in the familiar ritual, dresmins
probably of my own babier some day to come,

I gleg remezber oy mother pléying on & spall lyre, sltting up in bed

and pinglog to my 1little siaster Beatrix,

Eez rpnld diecus grosr soclel orgenisatlion, thelr lew and ethics, the
rositicn of woaen ln thelr community, the peychology of kinship and
endlese subjecte of kindred emclination vhich we had been talking

about prectically since my child.h:md; at grafnally climing levels as the
yeors went by.There were & nmusber of subjects I would discuss with elther
=y mother or my father &ni there sersed to be In my mind & sharp de-
sareatian 1line betwsen the tws.,

With my fether I spoke ebout £rt in all its forms, the philosoply of ert.
&f fer e ny graep of 1t vent and about metaphyslcs and of course sll
practlcel or materiel thinge pertalning to our respective trades.There
exinted an dmpliclt restricylon on all matters personally, emotonal fomtlbnl
fnd sociel wvhich woe gy mothers dogailn,

I lmow, however, thet almost all such Hl-r:uuian{ vere shared by them

in thelr leong and dally late at night conversations,

Tarmagh friende of my parente I made the scqualntence of proffesor
Cltrecht Head of the Departement of dntropolozy &t the Uniwvrelty,pre-
sently director of the Africen Museum,iz Tervuren, Belglum.

Frofessor Clbrechts thought me the first mdisents of Aatropologheal

fieldwork &nd tesic fromework of Linguistie,

T g i ————— e e T — e, —— e — e e
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Touth,

I procesded to eyetematicelly record on files & large vocabulery of

the specchform of the Loweari Trite,

Befor I reelized vhet I wee plunging Into T wae enthusiestically engrged

in establishing the firet rulee of rudimentery Bomenl gramzer end to my
surprise T was facincted by the Enclyele of syetem, of declension, by the
conjugitions And syntex.Theee vere all the wery thinfs I hed sbhorred

ir my preclous studles of Latin ard Greek at College, h
In attempting to record thle lenguage eystem, fecineting oe a vhole,in ¢ soop
clety at £ given time I reglized ho true the ¢léln of & lesdine lingist
wag that & trulr coanlete syetem of meininz Involvers aon enclyele of the
an!vers.l was lppreszed by the Aiffienltiee {nvolved in estahlishing

& common tesis peychologlicsl and emotlensl of reference and compériacn
beatwern the twas oulturee=.

As I progressed in =y reserrch, the gan & roacred to whden and 1t =zede me
reellire how deeply I hed sesimulated the Esme culturel impect since oy
meir posiBility of r:fnTnnce hed to b= myself.The Re = would have rlule;t;;
anposed enyrttempt of & systematic study nf their lrngange,

then epeakint or thinklng in Romeny I/ foun? I would mentally refer to

e close systen of zeaning and ausjaietinﬂavaich proved to be hermetio

to interpenctration by eny eystem of meaning of other Burspesn lenguages

spoken by me at thet iime,

' "My country” Glde said™-ill not mgreet the some lendscepe to peasants

in Plcerdyr or Provence, to the plow man and the poet, the posr and the
rich.Put 1t ¢ a realylng ory,ond all rise to defent it, though the pereants @
are agtually defending cultlivated fields, the poets eulture ie penersl,

the nrnufacturers infustrisls wealth, the stockbroler hie dividends, "
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Toath,

I endevoured to &nd &ppreclated the imnortance of establishing esntext

of situetion to my linguistlec study, this would &8s I progressed involve (T2
neny other flelde of elentific dieipline,

T elso found thet pany of the things one lives, loves and dies fqr‘ eoald

be expreseed only 1o peart eand oftentime very unsatlefectarily.

At thie point the meaning and poeeltlllitles of the Arts spoke to me

agein in & loud volce, throush the mymbole of the Arts plastic transcending

erpression ie givento the Inexpressible.

My mother wes & fervent bhumealitarden tut eleo & pacifist and en idealist.
Tt wae td her however thet I would come to, haelf ashamesd tell about sy
latest secret pureit,

For some cabflietic reacon that escapes me presently I had Jolned a
wreetling and boxing gymnasium in one of the thougher nelghborhoods

of dntwerp.Zoth Instrustor and trelners apperently distrusted oy enlgzate

ey ke o ..1. r' I. i

intrusion] Ints thelr private soclel world and consequently gave me &
very unplessant time.

The training was stremous &nd for a time I beceme the unfortunate and
unsuepecting targets for sclld punches on the Jéw,on the nose or In the
stomack pit.I took this ordesl with stoleisnf and etubborn pride,
Bepldes boxing I went in for the claseicrl Oreck-Homen etyle wrestling
whlech appesled to me in fte ovn right, I edmired 1te dleplay of tesuty
etrenpht, and-balance and restraint.

For supposedly more prectical resson, thle le for ite posellble velue of

pelf defence,l took the rougher dmerican v:refesn of "chteh &e cntch cén®
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Touth,

vith ite more brutal aad 111 intentioned practices,After eccepting
without # zDermur mény & savage trectment and fighting beck os hard

ee I 'mew hov 1 greduslly became toloreted and eventuelly even porular.
After the tiring evening course workine in cley at tne Academy T would

go toc our gymnesiuz to go home &gain & few houre later, exheaeted and with
every muscle, pinew and nerve peinfully senasitive &nd strained =nd with
headaches from the punches recleved,

To thies already heavy curiculum wee edded inteneified practice of Judo
which sventually eapersedsd tnem all.

¥y pacific motner gracziourly and withgood humor accepted these youthful
préante of mine ,whereen T imagined I could feel unepcken disarvroval from
my father who,vhere hie only son wAe concerned had time, attention and
epprecietion only for the practice of art,

T 1i*ed to belleve thrt my wrestling and boxing and ensuing nhyrelcsl
training would be very ind rectly nseful to me in my proffesion ss &
aomlptor,wheare strensih and endnrance mignt be mmch needed,

Since my boyhood daye T naf elvays had em inordinste leve for weapone and
I wvae fond of shootlng, thie seemingly in contrediction of my sharing

ny mothere deep reference for life.l belleve webpone symbolize to me persch

nel reeponsabillty, ¥nightly pdventure sad freedos,Never 41d I have eggresivhe

inelinetione of any sort Tut I 1iked to feel prepered for defence of oywelf

ond others vhenever the gccasion might arise,
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